Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”
● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity
issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”
● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your
screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other
accessibility needs for future LDOE
meetings, please contact
LDOEcommunications@la.gov.
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Nutrition Support Monthly
Call
March 4, 2021

Agenda
•

Believe to Achieve

•

Child Nutrition Emergency Cost Guidance

•

Oversight Plan

•

Training Updates

•

COVID-19 Waiver Reminders

•

Other Program Updates
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Believe to Achieve

Believe to Achieve
The Department recently released Believe to Achieve: Educational Priorities. This
priorities plan serves as the Department’s roadmap to improving outcomes for all
Louisiana children.
Believe to Achieve includes the Department’s new belief statements, state data to help
track progress toward Louisiana’s six critical goals, and the new priorities that will
direct the LDOE’s efforts as they work toward achieving the critical goals. Each priority
outlines focus areas for the key actions and initiatives.
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Child Nutrition Emergency Cost
Guidance

Emergency Cost Guidance
•
•
•
•
•

USDA published guidance and Q&As regarding the Child Nutrition Program Emergency
Operational Costs programs.
USDA is offering additional funds to State agencies administering NSLP, SBP, and CACFP to
provide eligible program operators with additional reimbursements for emergency
operating costs incurred during the public health emergency.
Eligible program operators will not be required to submit an application to receive the
funds, which will be distributed according to the formula prescribed by USDA.
Additional information will be provided as available.
Please see Memo SFS-21-83 for more information.
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2020-2021 State Oversight Plan

Louisiana’s Oversight Plan
•

USDA requested each state to submit an oversight plan.
• Louisiana’s plan approved in December.
• According to USDA, if NSLP is not operating, the Administrative Review (AR) cannot
count towards the AR requirement for review cycle.

•

Louisiana’s plan postpones all ARs scheduled for SY 2020-21.
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Administrative Reviews
•

SFAs scheduled for an AR in SY 20-21 will receive technical assistance*
• Reviews will be postponed until SY 21-22.
• Reviews originally planned for SY 21-22 will now occur in SY 22-23.
*Technical assistance started January 12, 2021 through a series of cohorts on specific AR
topics related to Resource Management and Menu Compliance.

•

Participation in the cohorts is mandatory for all SFAs originally scheduled for a review in SY
20-21.
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Training Updates

Training Updates
•
•
•
•
•

Training registration for LDOE trainings has returned to Louisiana Fit Kids
(www.louisianafitkids.com).
Registration is the same as it was for the in-person trainings previously held at Pennington.
After the training, each registered participant will receive a questionnaire/evaluation.
Once you confirm you indeed attended the training, you will receive a follow up with an
email confirming attendance, training hours received, and USDA training code(s).
Registration for the March trainings are now open on Louisiana Fit Kids.
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Upcoming Virtual Trainings
•

Registration is open for the following trainings:
• CEP Training: March 9 at 1:00 (CANCELED)
• SFSP Training for School Food Authorities: March 11 at 12:30
• Procurement: Formal and Equipment Purchases Training: March 25 at 1:00
• Civil Rights Training: March 30 at 1:00
• Nutrition Support Monthly Call: April 1 at 1:00
• Hurricane Preparedness: April 7 at 1:00
Please visit Louisiana Fit Kids to register.
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Manager Training
Manager Training will be offered virtually, beginning April 13, 2021. Registration information is
posted on Louisiana Fit Kids.
NEW: Directors may request a manager training class for their SFA, or a combination of SFAs.
● No cost to the SFA
● Minimum of 10 participants
● Virtual or in-person
● Schedule may be customized
Register at this link (Memo SFS-21-92). Please contact melissa.campbell@la.gov with questions.
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Other Training Opportunities
•

CN Resource Learning Library
• All recordings of the AR Technical Assistance Cohorts
• Additional 5-10 minute trainings
• Local School Wellness policies
• Grain and Meat crediting
• Non-program Food Revenue Tool
• Procurement
• Civil Rights

•

LDOE recorded trainings
• Located on page 10 of Resources
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COVID-19 Waiver Updates

Waiver Updates
•

There are no new waivers or questions/answers since the last update.

•

As a reminder, the nationwide waiver released in October allows the Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO) to continue through School Year
2020-21 (June 30, 2021)

•

USDA has issued 4 Questions and Answer memos to provide clarifications relating to the
National Waiver Memo SFS 20-x270 (Q&As #1), Memo SFS 21-24 (Q&As #2), Memo SFS
21-39(Q&A#3), and Memo SFS-21-71 (Q&A#4).

Please refer to the waivers and approvals for more information on current waivers
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Other Program Updates

Phase 3 of Recovery Guidance
•

On March 2, 2021, Governor John Bel Edwards announced Louisiana would move to Phase
3 of reopening from March 3, 2021 to March 31, 2021 or as extended by any subsequent
Proclamation, unless terminated sooner.

•

As a reminder, on November 25, 2020, BESE adopted rules that allowed LEAs to continue to
operate within their Phase 3 school reopening and operational guidelines although the
state moved from Phase 3 of recovery to a Modified Phase 2.

See the LDOE School Reopening Guideline and Resources for more information.

19

Offering Meals Across Multiple Programs
•
•
•
•

Any multiple meal distribution plan must ensure that duplicate meals are not served to any
child for any day.
NSLP Afterschool Snack OR CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals can be offered in schools
operating SSO, SFSP or traditional NSLP/SBP during the 20-21 SY
If offering NSLP Afterschool snack and SSO/SFSP, the maximum number of meals a child can
receive per day is THREE-one breakfast, one lunch, and one snack.
If offering CACFP At Risk Afterschool meals and SSO/SFP, the maximum number of meals a
child can receive per day is FOUR-one breakfast, one lunch, one snack and one supper.
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Offering Multiple Meals Across Programs
•

Under no circumstances may a child receive more than the number of reimbursable meals
allowed in each Program for which they are eligible.

•

NSLP ASP, SFSP, SSO and CACFP At-Risk Meals can be provided utilizing the non-congregate
and meal time flexibility waivers.

•

Program enrichment/education requirement(s) have not been waived, but can be met by
virtual means. It may be appropriate to offer activities that children can participate in
without internet access or electronic devices.
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Operating Calendar Updates
•

Revise operating calendars if meals were not provided during school closures.
• This applies to all programs (SFSP/SSO and CACFP).

•

Meals and snacks may be offered on holidays consistent with SFSP/SSO/CACFP At-Risk
Afterschool regulations.
• See Memo SFS-21-84 for more information.
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Summer Operations
SFAs should start thinking about summer operations
Move forward with SFSP plans as if waivers are in place since current waivers are through
June 30, 2021.
• SFAs may contract with a vendor to provide meals. The Department maintains a list
(Memo SFS-21-94) of vendors currently providing services to other CNP sponsoring
organizations.
• Begin communicating with LDH regarding permits for non-school sites
• Reminder: SFSP Training for School Food Authorities: March 11 at 12:30
• Registration is now open on Louisiana Fit Kids.
*USDA confirmed in writing that the CACFP At-Risk Program must end when the school year
ends. Additional information will be provided as available.
•
•
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Adding Non-School Sites To SFSP
•
•

For any on-going, non-school site being proposed (one that serves during non-holiday
times), please submit a jotform for each proposed feeding/ grab n go location.
The SFSP New Site Information Sheet can be found on the homepage of the CNP website
under the “SFSP” heading (helpful links- grouped).
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Processing Meal Applications
•

•

•

School Food Authorities should continue to accept Free and Reduced Price Meal
Applications throughout the 2020-21 school year at all Non-Community Eligibility Provision
(CEP) participating schools.
Although schools may have transitioned to the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) or the
Seamless Summer Option (SSO), school meal applications may establish eligibility for
Pandemic EBT (P-EBT).
School Food Authorities should encourage families, through public outreach, to complete
and submit these applications.
Memo SFS-21-56
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Direct Certification
•
•
•

Regardless of operational status, all NSLP-participating SFAs are expected to conduct direct
certification with SNAP as required by Federal Regulations.
SNAP matches are still required monthly through eScholar Direct Match.
February SNAP updates are now available (Memo SFS-21-96).
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Verification 2021
All LEAs that collected applications during SY 20-21 are required to conduct verification.
• This includes those that have transitioned to SSO or SFSP.
The verification deadline was extended to February 28, 2021.
• All SFAs must submit the online verification summary report
• See Memo SFS-21-44 for more information.
Please refer to Memo SFS-21-40 for more information.
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Procurement Update
•

On March 2, 2021 , Governor John Bel Edwards renewed the State of Emergency for
COVID-19 in Proclamation 30 JBE 2021. This proclamation includes the suspension of
Louisiana Public Bid Law and allows emergency procurement of goods and services
necessary to respond to the COVID-19 emergency.

•

The proclamation extends the provisions until March 31,2021, or as extended by any
subsequent Proclamation, unless terminated sooner.
Memo SFS-21- 93
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Pre-Approved Equipment List
•
•

The Pre-approved equipment list has been updated
Please see Memo SFS-21-87 for the updated list
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Deadline for FSMC Contracts
•
•

The deadline for SFAs to provide the State Agency with new FSMC contracts and renewals
for the 2021-22 school year is May 31, 2021.
Please see Memo SFS-21-86 for more information
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NSLP/SBP Meal Pattern
Meal Patterns- 2012 Final Rule
• Meal Pattern Flexibilities have been removed effective this school year. Nutrition Standards
for the NSLP and SBP have returned to the 2012 Final Rule.
• With the meal pattern flexibilities removal:
• All grains must be whole-grain rich.
• Flavored milk may only be non-fat.
• Meals offered must meet Target 2 weekly sodium levels beginning SY 2020-2021 with
final target met in SY 2022-2023
*USDA allowed States temporary meal pattern flexibilities for NSLP/SBP under the Nationwide
Waivers related to COVID-19 for SY 20-21
Memo SFS-21-82
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Cash Management in CNPs
•
•
•

Each SFA should maintain procedures to ensure that all cash received are deposited and
tracked for the benefit of the nonprofit school food service account.
All monies received by or accruing to the nonprofit school food service must be in
accordance with established accounting systems
Each SFA must maintain an accurate accounting system to ensure all revenues received by
the nonprofit school food service are to be used only for the operation or improvement of
such food service.
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CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals
●
●
●

●

The At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program provides funding to offset the cost of providing
meals to children in afterschool programs.
Afterschool suppers or snacks are provided to children at no charge.
Schools are required to offer educational or enrichment programming to the students and
be located in the attendance zone of a school where at least 50 percent of children are
eligible for free or reduced-price meals.
SFAs may contract with a vendor to provide meals. The Department maintains a list (Memo
SFS-21-94) of vendors currently providing services to other CNP sponsoring organizations.

*USDA confirmed in writing that the CACFP At-Risk Program must end when the school year
ends. Additional information will be provided as available.
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2021 Outstanding School Support Employee Awards
●
●
●
●

The Department is currently accepting nominations for the 2021 Outstanding School
Support Employee Awards program.
Due Date: April 9, 2021
Applications may be emailed to dana.dauzat@la.gov
Further information, including the application may be found here.
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Teachers may sign-up to receive seeds and
greenhouse seed starter kits (pictured) via
the Seeds to Success website. Lesson plans
incorporating the seeds are also available.
Additional Farm to School Resources:
Louisiana Harvest of the Month
School Guide for Local Procurement
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School Breakfast Week: March 8-12, 2021
“Score Big with School Breakfast”
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Questions
Contact the
LDOE Division of Nutrition Support at
childnutritionprograms@la.gov or
225-342-9661
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